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presbyterian church

WEPC Lectionary Project: Union with Christ

Epiphany // a-pif-ane

West End Presbyterian Church is using the Scripture readings recommended by the Revised Common Lectionary as a framework for our corporate
worship and our personal and family devotion. This project is part of WEPC's 25th Anniversary Year and will run from December 2018 through
November 2019. The Lectionary gives us access to the whole counsel of Scripture and these texts are a means for us to grow in our understanding

of our union with Christ.

To learn more and subscribe to a daily email of Daily Scripture Readings, visit www.wepc.org/lectionary.

A Worship Study Guide for Individuals, Groups and Families for the week of January 27, 2019

Luke 4:14-21, Scripture Fulfilled
This week, Steve Shelby preached on Luke 4:14-21

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,

because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;
to grant to those who mourn in Zion—

to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.
They shall build up the ancient ruins;

they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks;
foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers;
but you shall be called the priests of the Lord;
they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God. (Isaiah 61:1-6)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)

e  People in Nazareth would have loved to hear Jesus preach on these verses: “You shall eat the wealth of nations, and in their glory you

shall boast.” (Isaiah 61:6)

e  This is why the rest of the passage is so telling:

e  “And all spoke well [perhaps a better translation here] of him, and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And
they said, ‘Is not this Joseph's son? And he said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Physician, heal yourself”.” ‘What
we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well." And he said, ‘Truly, | say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his
hometown. But in truth, | tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and
six months, and a great famine came over all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a
woman who was a widow. And there were many lepers|a] in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but
only Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and drove him out of
the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. But passing

through their midst, he went away.” (Luke 4:22-30)

e  What makes you really angry?

e  Who gets to decide who deserves judgement and who gets grace?

e Thoughtful justice advocates know that the justice of God must judge the justice for which they strive.

To hear sermons and access past study guides visit www.wepc.org/archivedsermons

Questions? Contact Pastor Kevin Greene, kevin@wepc.org
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