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THE PARABLES OF JESUS

presbyterian church e

A Worship Study Guide for Individuals, Groups and Families: For the week of November 11, 2018

Note to Discussion Leaders: Have members read the Bible passage in the group meeting. This is a “worship discussion” guide, and our
reflections and applications are grounded in Scripture. Read through this guide before meeting with the group. You do not need to work through
the whole guide. Decide which points would be most helpful for the time of meeting together, and use them as a starting point for your time
together.

Luke 6:46-49  Built
This week, Steve Shelby preached on Luke 6:46-49.

e This parable in one form or another appears at the end of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew and the Sermon on the plain in Luke. In
Matthew the builders and their wisdom or lack of it are the focus, in Luke the focus is on the foundation.

e Afew words about house building in first century Palestine. Where did Jesus come up with this idea? From Isaiah 28:14-18,

Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers,
who rule this people in Jerusalem!
Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death,
and with Sheol we have an agreement,
when the overwhelming whip passes through
it will not come to us,
for we have made lies our refuge,
and in falsehood we have taken shelter’;
therefore thus says the Lord God,
“Behold, | am the one who has laid[a] as a foundation in Zion,
a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation:
‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’
And | will make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb line;
and hail will sweep away the refuge of lies,
and waters will overwhelm the shelter.”
Then your covenant with death will be annulled,
and your agreement with Sheol will not stand;
when the overwhelming scourge passes through,
you will be beaten down by it.

e Sooner or later a storm/flood is coming. Just as we all knew it was going to turn cold, devastation overtakes all of us. The storm and flood
could be a mercy in a number of ways:
o False trusts lead not just to disappointment but to ruin
o We can see in the middle of the storm the faithfulness of our Savior.

e In whom or what will you trust to save you? Jesus has no room for other saviors in your life.

e “If God wills the suspension of his own law when things get particularly difficult or complicated, whenever too much emotional or physical
suffering would be imposed, from the point of view of every Christian who ever suffered or even died for the sake of their hardest
passages, the gospels look less like revelation than a somewhat cruel trick.” (Ross Douthat)

e ‘“Inreality however, cafeteria Christianity is the path to religious extinction. The Jenga tower will always ultimately fall. Why? Because each
assertion of human will over Christian command is an assertion of human authority over divine will. It is a statement of man’s supremacy
over God. And when man is supreme, why worship God?” (David French)


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6%3A46-49&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+28%3A14-18&version=ESV

Going Deeper in God’s Worship

Reflect on the text together. Hear the sermon here.
1.) What is true about God's character, promises or work?

2.) What does the Scripture teach you about yourself or others?

3.) Are you encouraged to follow Jesus in His mission? How?

Reflect on the whole of Sunday’s liturgy together. Locate this week’s Order of Worship here.
1.) Was there an element of the worship service that you would like to share with the group?
e A Scripture verse that was read?
A prayer that was prayed?
A song that was sung?
A sacrament that was administered?
A way that glory was given to God?
A way that someone encouraged you?

2.) Did the Holy Spirit convict, change, or encourage you in any way you wish to share with the group?

3.) Is Jesus leading you or the group to take a specific risk to minister the Good News to Richmond? Your neighbors? Your co-workers?
Your family and friends?

Going Further in Christ’s Mission

1.) Have the Scripture text open in front of you as a guide to your prayers.
e  Spend time thanking God and giving Him glory.

2.) Ask the Lord for vision, strength and faith as followers of Jesus Christ.
e Count on the work of the Holy Spirit for change.
o Ask for God'’s forgiveness and grace to repent of sin and trust Jesus.
e Pray for the world, our country, Richmond, and the Church.
e Pray for members of your group, family members, or co-workers, neighbors and friends.

Questions about this week’s study guide? Contact Kevin Greene, kevin@wepc.org
To hear sermons and access past study quides visit www.wepc.org/archivedsermons



http://www.wepc.org/resources/sermons/
http://www.wepc.org/weekly-worship-prep/
mailto:kevin@wepc.org
file:///C:/Users/kevin/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.wepc.org/archivedsermons

