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Worship Study Guide
for the week of August 21, 2016

WEPC Small Group Network
Questions about this week’s study guide? Contact Kevin Greene, kevin@wepc.org

WEPC's Small Group Network meets in homes across Richmond every week to participate in Jesus Christ’'s mission to
Richmond, enjoy fellowship, study God's word, pray together, and explore the fruit of the Gospel on our lives. Simply
put, these groups are small enough to be the church to one another, and they serve as bridges between WEPC and the
community where God has planted us. It is a place where the church can go deeper in the worship of God and further

in Christ’s mission.

Note to Discussion Leaders: Have members read the Bible passage in the group meeting. This is a “worship discussion”
guide, and our reflections and applications are grounded in Scripture. Read through this guide before meeting with the
group. You do not need to work through the whole guide. Decide which points would be most helpful for the time of
meeting together, and use them as a starting point for your time together.

Sermon: My Soul Thirsts
This week, Steve Shelby preached on Psalm 143.

Desperate Prayer

e “The best prayers | have ever heard in our prayer meetings have been those which have been fullest of
argument. Sometimes my soul has been fairly melted down where | have listened to the brethren who have
come before God feeling the mercy to be really needed, and that they must have it, for they first pleaded with
God to give it for this reason, and then for a second, and then for a third and then for a fourth and a fifth until
they have awakened the fervency of the entire assembly.” (Charles Spurgeon)

e “She knew that was not an honest prayer, and she did not linger over it. The right prayer would have been, Lord
... | am miserable and bitter at heart, and old fears are rising up in me so that everything | do makes everything
worse.” (Marilynne Robinson)

What is David Praying For?

1.) David is Praying To Be Heard

e How can | know God is listening? He is quite desperate. Pray out loud and pray the Bible.

e “Christian meditation, Christian spirituality is oral and tangible. We do not experience God in the
silence of our hearts; and while we can marvel at the power of God and discern His glory from creation,
we cannot know His will from beholding a sunset, mountain, or ocean. We only know His will from His
Word.” (Christopher Esget)

2.) David is Praying for Safety
e David recognizes that he has very real enemies. Typically we think of enemies of the believer as the
world, the flesh and the devil. There actually may be physical enemies. But the worst enemy is in verse
2. How can one be safe from that enemy? He appeals to mercy yes, but to righteousness.

3.) David is Praying To Do What God Wanted Him to Do
e What is the point of living if God does not help us know what He wants us to do. (vv. 8, 10)
e Don't let sin keep you from God.
e Argue with God. State your case.
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Going Deeper in God’s Worship

Reflect on the text together. Hear the sermon here.
1.) What is true about God’s character, promises or work?

2.) What does the Scripture teach you about yourself or others?

3.) Are you encouraged to follow Jesus in His mission? How?

Reflect on the whole of Sunday’s liturgy together. Locate this week’s Order of Worship here.
1.) Was there an element of the worship service that you would like to share with the group?

e A Scripture verse that was read?

e A prayer that was prayed?

e A song that was sung?

e A sacrament that was administered?

e A way that glory was given to God?

e A way that someone encouraged you?

2.) Did the Holy Spirit convict, change, or encourage you in any way you wish to share with the group?

3.) IsJesus leading you or the group to take a specific risk to minister the Good News to Richmond? Your neighbors?
Your co-workers? Your family and friends?

Going Further in Christ’s Mission

1.) Have the Scripture text open in front of you as a guide to your prayers.

Spend time thanking God and giving Him glory.

2.) Ask the Lord for vision, strength and faith as followers of Jesus Christ.

Count on the work of the Holy Spirit for change.

Ask for God’s forgiveness and grace to repent of sin and trust Jesus.

Pray for the world, our country, Richmond, and the Church.

Pray for members of your group, family members, or co-workers, neighbors and friends.

Kevin Greene, 2016
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